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MARCH & RALLY 
SUNDAY 2nd OCTOBER > 


Assemble: | 


11.30am | 
Aldgate East | 
(junction of Braham Street | 
and Leman Street). | 
Nearest tube: Aldgate East 


Rally: | 


1.00pm | 
St George-in-the-East Gardens | 
(off Cable Street). 


Speakers include: 


National and local trade unionists 
Community activists and veterans 


veryone to Cable Street! 
Bring your banners! 
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Editorial 


A NECESSARY BAN 


IT COULD HAVE BEEN SO DIFFERENT. 
If the English Defence League's 
supporters had been allowed to march 
in Tower Hamlets past the East London 
mosque, they would have met 
determined resistance from local people 
who reject their racism, and the 
attention of Islamist extremists who, 
like the EDL themselves, would have 
hoped to profit from communal 
conflict. The resultant violence would 
have had a lasting impact on life in the 
diverse borough. 

Some commentators from both right 
and left have criticised the ban on the 
EDL march saying it was an 
unacceptable restriction on freedom or 
that the EDL is small and does not 
matter. Yes, the EDL is not large, but 
this march, in the “enemy heartland” 
as EDL supporters see it, had the 
potential to attract a few thousand 
hate-filled individuals bent on causing 
trouble. Coupled with the inevitable 
presence of Muslim extremists who are 
the other side of the same extremist 
coin, the risks to the community, who 
have to carry on living there after the 
extremists have left, were huge. 

The ban was admittedly a restriction 
on freedom, and such restrictions are 
something we at Searchlight only call 
for reluctantly. But we believe that with 
freedom comes responsibility. People 
have to live together after the marchers 
have gone. Neither the EDL nor the 
Islamist extremists care anything for 
ordinary people and communities. They 
do not take responsibility. 


NO HIDING PLACE 

The British National Party has lived with 
debts of over £500,000 for a long time, 
with seemingly little that those 
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individuals and businesses owed money 
can do to force the party or its leader 
pay up. Last month's court judgement 
making an individual party officer 
personally responsible for £21,000 
owed to a former employee is 
significant and paves the way for 
others to take action against those BNP 
officers or members who bought goods 
and services for the party for which the 
party did not pay. Nick Griffin, the 
party leader, has made sure he cannot 
lose his home by not owning it in his 
own name, but other party officers are 
more vulnerable. 

Much harder for Griffin to avoid 
would be a criminal prosecution for 
lying on an election expenses return. It 
seems that the authorities have finally 
woken up to Griffin's mendacity and 
are catching up with him. The man 
who has managed to delay paying up 
sums owed following several legal 
actions, by constantly making frivolous 
appeals, may soon find he has no more 
places to hide. 


BNP’S ANTI-BRITISH LONDON 
MAYOR HOPEFUL 

Not only is the BNP despicably racist, it 
is stupid to boot. What other 
explanation can there be for the BNP's 
choice as candidate in the London 
mayoral election next May of a man 
who volunteered to fight for Argentina 
against Britain in the Falklands Islands 
war? The only reason he did not 
actually fight is that the Argentinians 
were defeated before he could get 
there. You couldn't make it up. 


Sonia Gable 
Deputy editor 
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MOHAMMED 'MO' FARAH was 
the most successful British athlete 

at the recent World Championships, 
held earlier this month in Daegu, 
Korea. He won silver in the 10,000m 
but sprinted to gold in the 5,000m, 
making him the most successful 
British long distance runner in living 
memory. 

He already holds the European 
record for 10,000m, the British record 
for 5,000m and the British indoor 
3,000m record. He is the current 
European champion at both 5,000m 
and 10,000m, only the fifth athletic to 
win both at the same championships 
and the first British man to do so. He 
has won the last two European indoor 
championships at 3000m. 

Mo, as he is better known, was 
born in war-torn Mogadishu, 
Somalia, in 1983, and came with his 
family to Britain in 1993. It has been 
reported that he was an asylum- 
seeker but in fact he was legally 


entitled to enter the country because 
his father was British and met his 
mother while on holiday in Somalia. 
It was, however, not an easy journey. 

He was brought up in a 
comfortable part of Mogadishu but 
as civil war ravaged the country the 
family was forced to flee to Djibouti. 
Eventually he left with his 
grandmother for the Netherlands but 
did not stay there long, preferring to 
be reunited with his dad in London. 

Mo settled in Hounslow, west 
London, with very few words of 
English and his early years at school 
were difficult. He was, however, a 
keen sportsman and at the age of 
14 was noticed by his PE teacher 
Alan Watkinson. 

In April 2010 Mo married his long- 
term partner Tania Nell, and together 
they are bringing up one child, his 


seven-year-old step-daughter Rihanna. 


Earlier this year, after failing in his 
bid for gold at the Beijing Olympics, 


; “>. 


|e 
he moved to Oregan, USA, to train 
full-time with Alberto Salazar, the 
Cuban-born American marathon 
runner. He believes he is now more 
focused and dedicated to his running. 

This is the third life-changing 
event for Mo. The other was when 
he.was studying at St Mary's College. 
Mixing running with a good social life 
he realised that if he was to become 
any good he had to follow the 
commitment of the Kenyans, many of 
whom he saw training in Richmond 
Park each week. He soon rented a 
room with them. 

“The Kenyans were in bed by eight 
o'clock,” recalled Mo. “| said to myself 
if | am ever going to have any chance 
of being successful, you've got to do 
what they do. Never having been an 
early riser | started getting up at six 
o'clock and doing runs with them.” 

International, multinational and an 
all-round great guy, Mo Farah is a 
modern British hero. & 
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THE ENGLISH DEFENCE LEAGUE 
suffered a public humiliation when its 
widely advertised Tower Hamlets 
demonstration did not actually enter 
the east London borough. With a small 
turnout, disgruntled supporters and the 
arrest of its leader, it was all-in-all a 
bad day for the EDL. 

After the EDL's planned march was 
banned by the Home Secretary, the 
anti-Muslim group settled on a static 
protest in Tower Hamlets but it went 
wrong from the beginning. 

The EDL had hoped supporters would 
meet up at Hainault station, in 
Redbridge, on the outskirts of east 
London, before making their way under 
police escort to Liverpool Street station 
on a non-stopping train. This plan was 
abandoned after the RMT union got 
wind of it and threatened to shut down 
the stations. 
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In a letter to the union on Friday 
2 September, London Underground 
management seemed to support this 
action. “Let me again make it clear 
that LU is not and will not support 
the movement of this group of 
people", Managing Director 
Mike Brown wrote. 

The EDL then agreed with 
police to gather in several 
pubs in the Euston and 
King's Cross area from 
where they would be 
escorted to east 
London. However, after 
pressure from anti- 
fascists, the pubs 
withdrew their invitation 
to the EDL. 

Without an agreed 
meeting point groups of EDL 
supporters were left wandering 


around central London looking for a pub 
that would serve them. Many gathered 
in the Big Chill House on Pentonville 
Road, but others were left to roam 
further afield in search of a drink. 
Despite its promises to its staff, 
London Underground management 
agreed to a police request to transport 
the EDL protesters from King's Cross to 
Moorgate from where they would walk 
to the meeting point at Aldgate. 
Staff were furious as the station was 
, closed and subsequently cleared of 
, other passengers to allow the EDL 
to enter the tube system. 
» Meanwhile several hundred EDL 
Ez supporters gathered at Liverpool 
_“® Street and it was not long before 
Zs Wi they too were causing trouble and 
©», threatening people. At about 2pm 
the police closed the 
surrounding streets and 


«a 


escorted them down the road to 


Aldgate. About 250 made this journey 


but many others were held back at a 
pub at the station. 


Over in Whitechapel, anti-fascists and 


local people were gathering to protest 


against the EDL. About 1,500 attended 


| an East End United and Unite Against 


‘ 


Fascism (UAF) protest, but many others, 


mostly locals, came out on the streets 
when the EDL began to arrive. 


confined to Aldgate. The police had 
closed roads and given them the run 
of the street. With line after line of 
police there was no chance of them 
breaking through; for this the police 
have to be commended. 

EDL leader Stephen Yaxley-Lennon 
appeared on stage dressed as a rabbi. 
He was breaking his bail conditions, 
imposed after his arrest after an EDL 


In the end the EDL supporters were 


demo in Preston earlier this year, and 
he openly goaded police. A few moved 
in to arrest him but after a scuffle he 
seemed to evade capture. 

The commotion triggered a wave of 
EDL violence, largely aimed at 
photographers and journalists. 

Racist abuse, bottles and fireworks 
were thrown at the press and 
photographers were punched and 
kicked. One journalist was subjected to 
a sexual assault and a photographer 
suffered burns after an EDL supporter 
used an accelerant to set him on fire. 

After a few brief speeches the EDL 
protest was over, but not before one 
eagle-eyed EDL supporter suddenly 
realised that they were not actually in 
Tower Hamlets. Horrified, he shouted his 
disgust aloud. But it was too late. They 
were beginning their slow journey home. 

The day was not over for one coach 


load of EDL supporters. Heading out 
towards Essex they were stupidly 
allowed to travel along Whitechapel 
Road. As they passed the East London 
mosque, past which the EDL had hoped 
to march, the coach stopped and the 
EDL thugs banged on the windows and 
shouted abuse. There was a short 
scuffle after one or two tried to 
disembark but they were actually 
rescued from further harm by 
volunteers from the mosque. 

The coach moved on, only to break 
down a bit further along the road. After 
the events outside the mosque it was 
hardly a surprise that local people took 
the opportunity to vent their anger. 

It was the end of a miserable day for 
the EDL. They had bragged about 
taking the fight to the heart of the lion's 
den but in the end they never set foot 
in Tower Hamlets. 2) 
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Shut out 


Nick Lowles on how the ban saved the peace 


for the English Defence League 

demonstration in Tower Hamlets 
to be banned was vindicated as the 
day passed without any serious 
incident. While the EDL disrupted 
traffic, shouted their prejudice and 
threw the odd firework and punch, 
there was none of the feared violence 
that had been predicted. The reason 
was simple — the EDL did not march 
through Tower Hamlets. 

When the EDL applied to hold a 
march on 3 September they planned 
to move along Commercial Street and 
Whitechapel Road and past the East 
London mosque. The EDL flyers that 
circulated on the internet bragged 
that they would be entering the lion’s 
den and it was clear that there could 
be no greater provocation than 
marching past the mosque. 

There were few people in Tower 
Hamlets who did not believe that an 
EDL demo in the area would incite 
violence. If it was not going to be from 
the EDL then their presence was likely 
to incite a violent response from 
locals, either against the marchers or, 
more likely, the police. 

Contrary to the views of some 
misinformed commentators, many of 
whom argued that we were simply 
trying to silence our political 
opponents, our call for a ban was 
always tactical and based on the 
evidence before us. There have been 
over 80 EDL protests around the 
country since its inception, but this 
was just the fifth time we had 


‘Te: DECISION TO CAMPAIGN 
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campaigned for a ban. The previous 
times were in Luton, following a riot 
they had called in the town, 
Birmingham, where there had also 
previously been trouble, Bradford and 
Leicester. Nowhere else had we called 
for a ban. 

We were quickly joined by local 
politicians in Tower Hamlets. The 
council passed a unanimous vote in 
support of a ban and both local MPs 
spoke out. 

The early reaction was not positive. 
The Metropolitan Police indicated that 
they would be able to police the march 
while the Mayor of London showed 
little interest. In a letter to the local 
MPs, a Home Office minister clearly 
distanced himself from making any 
decision but also reminded them that 
the Met had never previously asked for 
a ban. The message was clear — the 
authorities were intent on allowing the 
EDL march to go ahead. 

But the riots in August changed 
everything. The EDL took to the streets 
as vigilantes in north and southeast 
London and the BNP attempted to 
racialise the riots by holding a national 
day of action to blame them on 
postwar immigration policy. 

The politicians suddenly got 
nervous and the police rattled by the 
prospect of further public disorder. 

Prime Minister David Cameron said 
there was “nothing sicker” than the 
EDL in response to a question about 
EDL vigilantism in the emergency 
Commons debate on the riots. 

Boris Johnson, the Mayor of London, 


Over 25,000 people petitione 

the Metropolitan Police to ban 

the English Defence League's march 
of hate in East London 


(left) Rushanara Ali MP (right) HOPE 
not hate campaigner Sam Tarry 


realising he could no longer remain 
indifferent to further trouble with less 
than a year to go to the London 
elections, indicated that he would now 
support a ban. Most significantly, the 
Tower Hamlets police borough 
commander also changed his mind 
after he began feeling the local 
temperature. 

When a planned EDL march in 
Telford was banned only a day before 
it was due to take place, it became 
clear that the Home Secretary would 
sign off on a ban if one was requested. 
Now it was down to the Met. 

Pressure was coming in from all 
sides. Over the previous few weeks the 
HOPE not hate campaign had 
collected over 25,000 signatures in 
support ofa ban, including 14,000 
from the people of Tower Hamlets. 
The Mayor of the borough took out an 
advert in The Guardian supporting a 
ban and threatened to apply for 
judicial review if it was not granted. 
Even Unite Against Fascism (UAF) put 
its name to the call for a ban. 

Finally, Searchlight had a meeting 


with Acting Deputy Commissioner 
Bernard Hogan-Howe in which we 
explained the EDL threat and the 
particular risks in Tower Hamlets. 

There had been a desire to 
announce the ban after the Notting 
Hill carnival to prevent the EDL or 
others disrupting the event, but the 
argument that as much time as 
possible needed to be given so as to 
reduce tensions in Tower Hamlets 
seemed persuasive. 

Initially it seemed that there was a 
consensus in support of the ban but 
cracks began to appear. Nina Power, 
writing in The Guardian, argued that 
by banning the EDL the Government 
was somehow moving closer to 
“panning us all”. Brendan O’Neill, in 
The Telegraph, called it “outrageous” 
and contrasted it to Cameron's call 
for liberty and freedom in Libya. 

He concluded that it was shocking 
that the left could call for those with 
whom they disagreed to be silenced 
through bans. 

This line was also taken up by 
Darrell Goodliffe on the Labour Left 


blog. He argued that while the ban 
might please the heart it was a 
foolhardy approach in that it 
deactivated local communities. 

Many of these criticisms missed the 
mark. As mentioned previously, this 
was not an argument for a blanket ban 
on EDL marches but a tactical move 
based on the specific threat in Tower 
Hamlets. Nor have we argued for bans 
at the expense of working in 
communities. It is possible to do both. 
When we campaigned for a ban in 
Bradford we mobilised hundreds of 
people and got 11,000 local people 
signing a petition. That was 11,000 
individual conversations. In Tower 
Hamlets it was over 14,000 
conversations. This was considerably 
more contact with the local 
community than was had by those 
writing on blogs or in their newspaper 
columns criticising our approach. 

The call for a ban is not made easily. 
Free political expression is absolutely 
essential in a democratic society and 
that means allowing those with whom 
we might disagree to have their voice. 


Likewise, a political idea or party 
cannot be banned away but has to be 
defeated politically and ideologically, 
especially in the very communities in 
which such ideas might take hold. 

But from time to time a ban is 
necessary because with freedom 
comes responsibility and the rights of 
an individual or small group have to 
be weighed up against the right of a 
community to live in peace. There was 
a serious risk of major disorder if the 
EDL had been allowed to march in 
Tower Hamlets and for all the talk of 
rights and freedoms it would have 
been the residents of the east London 
borough who would have suffered. 

In the end, the day went as well as 
could have been expected, if not 
better. There was very little trouble 
and the local community felt better 
about themselves as they came 
together against the EDL. All this was 
made possible by the campaign to ban 
the EDL march. It was this ban, and 
the police enforcement of it, that kept 
the EDL thugs out of Tower Hamlets 
and reduced tensions locally. 
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EDL is terrorist risk 


A COUNTER-TERRORISM programme set 
up to identify and work with Muslim 
teenagers and others at risk of becoming 
involved with violent extremism has 
widened its remit to include potential 
recruits to the English Defence League. 
The Channel project was set up in April 


2007 as an early intervention strand of the 


government's Prevent programme 
following the 7/7 terrorist attacks in 
London. The expansion of the programme 
follows the massacre of 76 people in 
Norway by the far-right extremist Anders 


Officers who run the Channel project in 
Lancashire received a number of referrals 
from community leaders and parents 
concerned about their children being 
radicalised, following an EDL demonstration 
in Blackburn at which several EDL 
supporters were arrested. 

They have redrafted their programmes 
and guidance to cater for the threat to 
community cohesion from far-right groups. 
Lancashire's counter-terrorism exercise ACT 
(All Communities Together) Now has also 
placed increased emphasis on right-wing 


Behring Breivik. 


extremism scenarios. 


= 
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EDL Supporters posing with firearms 
available on the internet 


Mother jailed 
for vicious 
assault 


An EDL supporter has been 
jailed for nine months 
following a vicious attack on 
a pub landlord. 

John Higginson suffered a 
two-centimetre gash to his 
forehead when 39-year-old 
Tracy Manning hurled a beer 
glass in his face at The Upper 
George in Crown Street, 
Halifax. 

Bradford Crown Court 
heard how Higginson asked 
Manning and her friends to 
leave his premises after they 
drunkenly chanted support 
for the British National Party 
and EDL. Higgingson was 
accompanying Manning, a 
mother of three, from the 
pub when she grabbed a 
glass and threw it at him. 
When he tried to detain her, 
she punched him and poked 
her thumb into his eye. 

Manning, who has 
previous convictions for 
assault, battery and resisting 
the police, admitted assault 
occasioning actual bodily 
harm. Judge Jonathan Rose 
said it was an extremely 
serious offence and told 
Manning she had been 
involved in violence too 
many times. 


Four charged for Plymouth kebab shop attack 


FOUR EDL members are to appear in 
court this month following an attack 
on a Kurdish family in their kebab 
takeaway in Plymouth on 30 July. 

Hayley Wells (pictured right), 27, 
from Leigham is charged with racially 
aggravated common assault by beating. 

Kelly Watterson, 28, from Manadon 
is charged with racially aggravated 
affray and racially aggravated common 
assault by beating. 

Michael Rafferty, 33, from 
Devonport is charged with obstructing 
or resisting a constable in the 
execution of his duty. 

Ricky Burley, 43, from Stonehouse is 
charged with using threatening, 
abusive or insulting words or behaviour 
or disorderly behaviour and obstructing 
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or resisting a constable in the 
execution of his duty. 

The four had attended an EDL 
meeting in the nearby Wild Coyote 
pub. The family had to barricade 
themselves inside the Istanbul Kebab 
shop as a mob allegedly shouted racist 
abuse and “EDL, EDL" outside. 

One person threw a glass which 
smashed on a counter. 

Wells was sacked as EDL deputy 
regional organiser for the South West 
after the attack. Her boyfriend, 
Rafferty, the self-styled leader of the 
bizarre EDL splinter group Combined 
Ex Forces, has been declared persona 
non grata by the EDL following a 
series of statements condemning the 
EDL leadership. 


Guilty pleas for 
Hartlepool 
mosque attack 


ease 


THREE EDL members have 
admitted attacking a mosque 
in Hartlepool and Asian 
businesses. They are due to 
be sentenced at Durham 
Crown Court in October. 

Anthony Smith (pictured 
above), 24, from Easington 
Colliery, Charlotte Davies, 19, 
from Aylesbury and Steven 
Vasey, 32, from High 
Pittington all pleaded guilty to 
conspiracy to commit racially 
aggravated criminal damage 
in November 2010. 

Offensive messages were 
spray painted on the Nasir 
mosque, Hartlepool as well as 
at the Milko store and Albert 
Guest House, both in Shotton 
Colliery on. 


Nine face trial 
for affray 


NINE MEN are facing trial 
following an attack ona 
mosque in Kingston-upon- 
Thames. 
James Stacey, 18, Paul Abley, 
24, and Alfie Wallace, 18, all 
from Shepperton, Jordan 
Ellingham, 21, and Martin 
Pottle, 22, both from 
Feltham, Karl Mathews, 20, 
from Brentford, Terence Earl, 
31, from Northolt, Adam 
Khalfan from Ashford and 
David Morris, 20, from Epsom 
have all been charged with 
affray and religiously 
aggravated criminal damage. 
People urinated on the 
mosque and threw beer bottles 
at it after an EDL march on 
21 November last year. 


EDL dissident leader sidelined 


THE LEADER OF the Infidels, the EDL 
breakaway group, has fallen out of the 
limelight in the aftermath of Anders Breivik's 
terrorist attacks in July. 

Not only did nobody want to interview 
John “Snowy” Shaw, the chief exponent of 
Islamic-Judaist conspiracy theories on the 
British far right, he was also overshadowed 
by the return of the serial fantasist Paul Ray, 
who phoned from his Maltese bolthole to 
proffer his apologies to anyone who 
believed his claim to have helped inspire the 
Norwegian far-right extremist. 

In apparent desolation, Shaw spent the 
early part of August in Derry, Northern 
Ireland, indulging his new love of marching 
and drum-banging Protestant loyalists. That 
the unemployed llama farmer and former 
crack addict could afford such a trip was 
uncharitably attributed by EDL members to 
the persistent rumours that Shaw's whole 
behaviour and extremism is part of some 
state-sponsored plot to discredit the EDL. 

Returning from Derry, Shaw wrote that 
Stephen Yaxley-Lennon’'s days as leader of 
the EDL were “numbered" and that Lennon 
was nothing but a “ginger, fenian c**t" and 
an immigrant, whom Shaw threatened to 
have seen to. 

Lennon, alias Tommy Robinson, seemed 
unperturbed by Shaw's rant, remaining 
more concerned by the re-emergence of 
Paul Ray who threatened to travel to 
London from Newcastle, where he claimed 
to be fighting Sharia alongside Paddy 
Conroy, a local “hard man". Ray had 
threatened to travel to the EDL’s Tower 
Hamlets protest, though not with the 
official EDL party from the northeast. 
Infighting aside, this may have helped 
lighten the financial burden on the EDL's 


northeat organiser, the former BNP local 
bigwig Alan Spence. 

Having spent many months building up 
his division's trip to the Big Smoke, the 
northeast EDL hired a coach in anticipation 
of great numbers. A furious Spence later 
used his Facebook page to attack members 
who had lied about going to Tower 
Hamlets, which had left the division with a 
half-empty coach. 

It was a similar story in Bradford, where 
EDL members reacted to the Home 
Secretary's ban on their march by not 
bothering to pay for the seats they had 
ordered on their division's coach. 


: 
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(above) all alone in Derry 

Es Infidels leader “Snowy” Shaw 
: (left) Newcastle “hard man" 
Paddy Conroy with Paul Ray, 
aka Lionheart 
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Backstabber Griffin 


party organiser in th 


By Sonia Gable 


A COURT DECISION making the 
British National Party's national 
organiser personally responsible for a 
party debt to a former employee has 
caused alarm among officers of the 
crumbling party. 

Adam Walker now has to pay over 
£21,000 of his own money to Mark 
Collett, the party's former graphic 
designer, after the BNP reneged on a 
written agreement that Walker had 


signed in his capacity as party manager. 


Collett had been peremptorily 
dismissed after Griffin falsely accused 
Collett of a plot to kill him five weeks 
before last year's general election. 

Walker's lawyer argued in court that 
under its constitution the BNP did not 
actually exist as a legal entity but that 
its chairman was the “final 
determinator” (a term that appears 
several times in the constitution) and 
so was the only person who could be 
liable for the party's debts. Robin 
Tilbrook, Collett's solicitor and 
chairman of the English Democrats 
Party, afterwards described the BNP 
constitution as “bizarre”. 

Durham County Court quickly 
dismissed that nonsense, and it was 
the BNP's constitution that scuppered 
Walker's case as it expressly states that 
no individual can act as agent for the 
party. That means that anyone who 
enters into any contract acts as 
principal, making them personally 
liable to meet its obligations. 

In effect Griffin had dropped 
Walker in the mire by getting him to 
sign the agreement with Collett in 
September 2010, knowing the BNP 
would never pay up. Walker said 
afterwards he would do his utmost to 
comply with the judgement which 
awarded Collett £14,250 plus 
£7,333.60 costs against Walker. 

Walker, who resigned as a 
technology teacher after revelations 
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that he used a school computer to post 
racist comments on an online forum, 
including a description of immigrants 
as “savage animals”, was described as 
“nice but dim” by one BNP officer 
who resigned from his party position 
immediately after the judgement. 

His view was echoed by Tilbrook, who 
told Searchlight that Walker was 
unlikely to have understood the legal 
argument. However, Walker's limited 
intelligence does not seem to have 
prevented him holding down jobs as a 
constituency case worker and staff 
manager for both the BNP MEPs. 

Party organisers and fund-holders 
(the BNP's term for treasurers) are right 
to worry that they might be held liable 
for unpaid bills for goods and services 
supplied to the party as under English 
law a contract does not have to be 
written. Anyone who dealt with a 
supplier to the party, even only 
verbally, could end up in the same 
position as Walker. 

Griffin might have palmed off the 
Collett debt on the gullible Walker but 
he still has plenty of financial troubles 
of his own. On 2 September High 


Court Enforcement Officers — bailiffs — 


called at his Welsh farmhouse in an 
attempt to collect £45,000 owed in 
legal costs for a court case he lost last 
year against four former BNP 
employees and officers who led the 
party rebellion of winter 2007/08. 

They had brought a lorry to seize 
assets in lieu of the money, in 
particular a Skoda car parked in the 
yard. Griffin refused to come out — 
some say he hid behind a settee — but 
sent out his daughter, a BNP 
employee, with a note claiming Griffin 
had sold the car in May for £5,000 to 
lan Kitchen, the BNP’s former Yorkshire 
regional organiser better known for his 
wife's pornographic film career. 

Unable to verify Griffin's claim with 


the Driver and Vehicle Licensing 
Authority, the bailiffs removed the 
vehicle. It was to be sold at auction the 
following week unless Kitchen provided 
satisfactory proof of ownership. 

The following day Griffin tweeted: 
“For security reasons with Islamist 
crazies around I've not owned or runa 
car of my own for years," a statement 
that seems at odds with his claim to 
have sold the car to Kitchen. But then, 
the failed second-hand car salesman 
never did hesitate to tell whatever lie 
suited him at the time. 

According to Andrew Brons, the BNP's 
Yorkshire MEP who narrowly lost this 
summer's party leadership contest to 
Griffin, some £20,000 put up as security 
for an appeal by Simon Darby, a staunch 
Griffin loyalist who currently acts as a 
BNP spokesman but has held several 
senior party roles in the past, has been 
frozen on his solicitors’ client account. 

The bailiffs also called at the 
premises in Wigton, Cumbria, that 
doubles as a party office and Griffin's 
European Parliamentary constituency 
office. The office was promptly 
abandoned and its doors left 
permanently locked. Staff were told to 
report to work in Burnley, which 
Martin Wingfield, Griffin's 
communications and campaigns 
officer, complained was a round trip of 
225 miles for which Griffin was 
offering no compensation. 

Wingfield currently faces two 
disciplinary charges, one of which is that 
he “breached the confidentiality of the 
investigatory and disciplinary process 
either by providing information to an 
unknown third party which was then 
published on an Internet website hostile 
to your employer Nick Griffin or directly 
communicating with the website 
publishers”. The website concerned is 
not an anti-fascist or a rival party's site, 
but the BNP Ideas website that Brons 


set up before the party leadership 
election to enable discussion of the 
BNP's internal problems. 

Wingfield, a longstanding BNP officer 
and former chairman of the National 
Front, whose wife Tina also works for 
the BNP MEPs, believes the 
disciplinary charges, which he 
describes as “trumped up", and the 
order to work in Burnley with just two 
weeks’ notice, give him grounds to 
claim unfair dismissal. If he wins his 
case he will join several other former 
employees trying to enforce payment 
of compensation and costs. 

One of these is Michaela 
Mackenzie. Although Griffin signed 
an agreement in front of an 
Employment Tribunal and legal 
representatives to pay her an 
undisclosed five-figure sum by 14 July 
2010, he reneged on the deal and has 
attempted to make several 
appeals, which have failed. 

The case is now set to be heard 
in November. 

The BNP is said to be at least 
£600,000 in debt and its 2010 
accounts, which should have been sent 
to the Electoral Commission, are long 
overdue. As if this were not enough, 
Griffin may now face criminal charges. 

On 5 September Brons, who still 
believes he can rescue the BNP from 
Griffin's clutches, announced the 
postponement of a conference he is 
organising to discuss “the future of 
nationalist politics” citing “potential 
developments" within the party, 
namely “a number of potential legal 
and criminal actions, debt judgements 
and further internal issues which will be 
played out over the next few weeks”. 

The criminal action is understood to 
concern corrupt practices arising from 
election returns that claimed bills for 
party election material had been paid 
within the strict time limits imposed 
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under electoral legislation. In fact 
several printers are still waiting for their 
money six months later. 

One is Romac Press Ltd, a Belfast 
company that printed millions of leaflets 
for the May 2011 elections. The BNP's 
failure to pay a printing bill of around 
£45,000 resulted in the company's 
closure at the beginning of September, 
putting nine people on the dole and 
giving the lie to the BNP's repeated 
claims to support British businesses. 

According to Brons, the company's 
owner, David Sloan, had refused a 
payment from Griffin that would have 
entailed Sloan helping Griffin avoid 
criminal charges for a false election 
return in Barking, where Griffin stood 
in the general election, by falsifying 
correspondence in order to place the 
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blame on Griffin's returning officer 
Richard Barnbrook, the BNP’s former 
London Assembly member who now 
sits as an independent. Brons says the 
accusation is currently under 
investigation by the fraud squad. 

The election return shows the Romac 
Press bill as “paid”. 

Brons claims to have 140 people 
registered for his BNP Ideas conference, 
which is now set to take place on 22 
October in the East Midlands and 
believes more will want to attend as a 
result of the coming developments and 
“in the light of the increasingly 
embarrassing financial and personal 
scandals engulfing the leadership of the 
party”. Far more have already 
abandoned the ship that Griffin ran 
onto several very sharp rocks. a 
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A strange sort of patriot 


By Gerry Gable 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL 
PARTY'S candidate for 
London mayor would have 
fought against Britain in the 
Falkland Islands war if he had 
got the chance. 

Carlos Cortiglia, who was 
born in Uruguay to Italian 
and Spanish parents and 
came to Britain in 1989, told 
a meeting of Argentinian 
businessmen in London that 
he volunteered to fight for 
the Junta in the war to 
liberate the Malvinas. 

His anti-British views did 
not prove a barrier to him 
working as a translator for the 
Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office. Nor did they stop him 
making progress in the BNP 
since 2004 when he appeared 
in tenth place on the BNP's 
London Assembly list. As the 
BNP's London regional press 
officer, he is one of the 
mainstays of the party's 
London Patriot website, 
together with the Italian 
immigrant, Giuseppe De 
Santis. 

The website gives him free 
rein to air some of the 
madder views of his party's 
leader Nick Griffin, such as a 
gun in every household. 
During last month's riots in 
London he posted an article 
welcoming a new law in 
Uruguay that, he says, will 
authorise the use of 
unlimited force for the 
purpose of self-defence both 
at home and at work. 

His supporting arguments 
ranged from the Second 
Amendment of the US 
Constitution, which grants 
the right to bear arms, 
through to Biblical 
exhortations to kill thieves 


who break in. His literal 
interpretation of some of the 
more bloodthirsty passages in 
the Bible must put him in 
favour with Griffin, who has 
always liked to surround 
himself with Catholic 
extremists. 

Announcing the BNP's 
choice for London mayor on 
the party's national website, 
Steve Squire, the London 
regional organiser, described 
Cortiglia as “widely respected 
as an efficient member of our 
capital team". Word has it, 
however, that many of the 
BNP's dwindling membership 
in the capital have not 
forgotten his disloyal 
sentiments. And old-timers in 
the party's Croydon branch, 
including the brothers John 
and Dave Clarke, Cliff Le 
May and branch secretary 
Tony Martin consider him a 
bit too smart. 

De Santis too is keen on 
violence. During the riots he 
welcomed the attack on the 
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London journalist Andrew 
Gilligan, who has done much 
to expose attempted election 
fraud in the BNP in the past 
few years. Describing Gillian 
as “a vile and creepy person" 
he crowed: “nationalists will 
be delighted to know that the 
Daily Telegraph London 
Editor has been mugged, 
robbed, and assaulted by 
rioters/looters”. He returned 
to the theme five days later 
expressing his happiness at 
attacks on reporters for Sky 
News, ITN and CNN. 

The riots also gave Griffin 
an opportunity to re-run a 
broadcast of his speech three 
years ago in which he stated: 
“We are on the verge of a 
very hot race war in this 
country". He had moderated 
his language, referring 
instead to a coming civil war, 
after Robert Cottage, a 
former BNP election 
candidate, was convicted of 
possessing chemicals, which 
he claimed he was stockpiling 


for the coming race war. 

Also last month, the BNP 
had to dump its London 
regional secretary after The 
Sun reported that he gave 
fascist salutes and yelled 
“Sieg Heil” at a rally in 
Hungary attended by 
thousands of nazis. 

An undercover Sun team 
filmed Chris Hurst at the rally 
and at an evening concert 
where he sang along with the 
“Aryan supremacy” lyrics of a 
singer said to have inspired 
the Norwegian far-right 
terrorist Anders Breivik. 

Hurst, 22, claimed he had 
only done what everyone else 
at the concert had been 
doing. Simon Darby, the 
BNP's spokesperson, tried to 
play down Hurst's behaviour 
by displaying his own racism. 
“He has been silly,” said 
Darby, “but he has not been 
caught dealing drugs or 
prostituting with underage 
girls, like some in the Islamic 
community.” | 


BNP organiser accused of 
threatening children with knife 


By Sonia Gable 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL 
PARTY’S national organiser 
threatened a child witha 
knife after driving his car at a 
group of youngsters, a court 
heard in August. 

Adam Walker, who also 
heads the BNP in the North 
East, allegedly chased the 
children, who were on BMX 
bikes, in his Land Rover, 
over a village green in 
Tudhoe, Spennymoor, 
County Durham, after 
asking them to leave a St 
George’s Day celebration on 
23 April this year. 

Walker appeared at 
Newton Aycliffe Magistrates’ 
Court last month where he 
entered no pleas to one 


charge of affray, one charge 
of driving a motor vehicle 
dangerously and three 
criminal damage charges. 
The court heard that the 
children, aged 11 and 12, 
told the police they had 
been “terrified” during the 
alleged incident. 

Alison Nunn, prosecuting, 
described Walker doing a 
“handbrake turn” in the 
direction of the children. 
She added: “It is then said 
he had a knife with him and 


he has brandished the knife. 


One of the children is clear 
in his police interview that 
Adam Walker put that knife 
to his face and made a 
threat.” 


FAR-RIGHTSCOM 


NATIONALIST EXTREMISM ON THE INTERNET 


The hapless Walker, who 
remains loyal to the party’s 
leader Nick Griffin, was 
promoted way beyond his 
ability after other party 
officers resigned or were 
expelled. Alongside his role 
as the BNP’s national 
organiser, he works as a 
constituency case worker 
and staff manager for the 
BNP’s two MEPs as well as 
acting as president of the 
BNP’s fake trade union, 
Solidarity. 

Walker, a former member 
of the Armed Forces, spent 
six years working in Japan, 
where he learned Japanese 
and taught karate. His 
linguistic knowledge came in 
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handy last year when he 
attended an international 
far-right gathering in Japan 
hosted by Issuikai, an 
extreme-right group that 
denies Japanese war crimes. 
While there he visited the 
Yasukuni Shrine to 
commemorate the Japanese 
war dead and excused their 
actions by claiming they 
“were doing what they 
thought was right at the 
time’. 5 
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BNP fundraiser finds pastures new 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party’s 
former fundraiser has found a new 
home in a “patriotic campaigning 
organisation” set up by a handful of 
disillusioned BNP members. Jim 
Dowson fell out spectacularly with the 
BNP leader Nick Griffin last year after 
becoming virtually the owner of the 
party. It seems that, having raised more 
money for the BNP than it had ever 
received before, the Belfast-based 
“consultant” got fed up with the way 
Griffin was wasting it all on pointless 
legal actions and failing to pay the 
party’s creditors, which included 
Dowson’s own company. 

Dowson is now the administration 
manager for Britain First, formed 
earlier this year by Paul Golding, the 
BNP’s former communications officer, 
and Andrew McBride, its former 
southeast regional organiser. They 
appear to have learned from Griffin's 
mistakes, which have recently left a 
national officer personally liable for a 
£21,000 debt. 

Unlike the BNP, Britain First has 
been formed as a limited company 
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called Britannia Campaigning Ltd. 
That makes it a separate legal entity 
responsible for its own debts, so 
protecting its officers and members 
from personal liability. All the major 
political parties use limited companies 
to enter into contracts and it is unclear 
why Griffin left his fellow members so 
exposed by failing to arrange the BNP’s 
affairs properly. 

However, some of Britain First’s 
more cerebrally challenged members 
have questioned the organisation’s 
“Ltd” status, forcing its management to 
explain that it is a not-for-profit 
company limited by guarantee and not 
a business that exists to make money — 
something that Dowson may try to 
change, judging by his past record. 

Britain First claims to be “a modern, 
patriotic campaigning group” that can 
“make a real difference for our nation”. 
When it was founded it eschewed 
party politics and “fighting media- 
rigged elections”, saying that campaign 
groups were “rapidly replacing political 
parties as the voice of the people’. 

“Politics is a dead end route,” wrote 
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(left to right) Britain 
First protagonists: 
Andrew McBride, 
Paul Golding and 

Jim Dowson 


Golding on 16 August, in which 
“nationalists play the establishment's 
game”. In a swipe at the BNP he added: 
“This failed approach channels our 
energy, willpower and determination 
into an ineffectual ‘dead end’ that 
usually ends in failure and 
disappointment, leading to infighting, 
splits and civil wars.” 

But old habits die hard. Having 
denounced electoral politics, Golding, 
who was a local councillor in 
Sevenoaks for two years though did 
next to nothing for his community, 
begrudgingly announced: “Our 
management team has decided to 
register ‘Britain First’ as a political 
party to allow local activists to stand 
in local elections only, if they wish to 
do so.” 

Britain First's campaigns, which 
predictably include bringing back 
capital punishment and a call to end 
supposed “anti-Christian 
discrimination”, have so far had zero 
impact. Whether or not it stands in 
elections, it seems destined for the 
dustbin of history. a 
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Chicken Soup with Barley 


Reviewed by Gerry Gable 


THE POSTWAR British Theatre has 
been fortunate to be able to draw on 
plays by writers coming from the left 
that tackle fascism, racism and the 
broader issues confronting the country. 

David Edgar's Destiny was possibly 
the most incisive in revealing the true 
face of the National Front and those 
behind it when the fascist party was a 
growing threat. It tackled head on the 
end of Empire and what happened to 
some of the people Britain had ruled 
when they turned up in the Midlands. 
It is one of my most treasured 
memories that David asked Maurice 
Ludmer, Searchlight's late editor and 
my comrade, and me to help him 
establish the facts on which he would 
base the play. 

David Hare's Plenty about the heroic 
young Britons who took part in the 
wartime resistance in Europe to the Nazi 
occupiers and their postwar disillusion- 
ment is heart wrenching to watch — the 
play not the American movie. 


One of the most powerful works is 
Arnold Wesker's Chicken Soup with 
Barley, which the Royal Court Theatre 
staged this summer three months 
before the 75th anniversary of the 
Battle of Cable Street and the 
formation of the International Brigade 
to fight fascism in Spain. The Wesker 
family lived in Stepney and Arnold for 
a while in North Hackney when | was a 
member of the Young Communist 
League. They were loved and admired 
by the comrades. 

So angered were National Front 
supporters by the Royal Court's record 
of producing progressive plays, they 
once invaded the stage. 

The play opens on 4 October 1936 
with members of the East End Jewish 
Kahn family returning home from the 
fight against Oswald Mosley's 
blackshirts, The Kahns are based on 
Wesker's own family. The mother, 
Sarah, is a pillar of strength for her 
family and comrades. Ronnie, the 


(I-r) Samantha Spiro (Sarah Kahn), 
Tom Rosenthal (Ronnie Kahn), 
Jenna (Ada Kahn) and 
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firebrand communist son who over 
the 20 years spanned by the play 
loses his political faith, is Wesker 
himself. The play, written in 1958, 
denounced Stalinism and the Soviet 
intervention in Hungary in 1956. 
Through Ronnie, Wesker expresses his 
sorrow at Stalin's annihilation of 
Jewish anti-fascists in Russia. 
Throughout, Sarah, an East End 
Mother Courage, stands firm. 
Her final speech, below, brought tears 
to almost everyone in an audience that 
included many old Communist Party 
members, anti-fascists and Jewish 
militants. Her final words have some 
real resonance today as the tramp of 
English Defence League boots was 
threatening to invade Tower Hamlets — 
which encompasses Stepney — and as 
corruption eats at the heart of our 
society, which is under attack by a 
government with ideas about political 
control of the police and a Big Society 
that are rooted in the Middle Ages. 
Sarah's words are an appeal to 
Ronnie, and maybe to all of us, not to 
give up fighting after he tells her that 
he cannot go on. 


Sarah All right then! Nothing, 
then! It all comes down to nothing! 
People come and people go, wars 
destroy, accidents kill and plagues 
starve it's all nothing, then! 
Philosophy? You want philosophy? 
Nothing means anything! There! 
Philosophy! | know! So? Nothing! 
Despair - die then! Will that be 
achievement? To die? You don't 
want to do that, Ronnie. So what if it 
all means nothing? When you know 
that you can start again Please, 
Ronnie, don't let me finish this life 
thinking | lived for nothing. We got 
through, didn't we? We got scars but 
we got through. You hear me, 
Ronnie? You've got to care, you've 
got to care or you'll die. 


Ronnie | — | can't, not now, it's too 
big, not yet it's too big to care for it, 
EES 


Sarah You'll die, you'll die if you 
don't care you'll die. Ronnie, if you 
don't care you'll die. 
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Stetson Kennedy 


The man who exposed the Klan 
5 October 1916 — 27 August 2011 


By Steve Silver 


legendary US anti-fascist, 

journalist, author and folklorist, 
died last month in Florida at the age of 
94. He was aman who made a deep 
impact on progressive politics in the 
United States along with his friend, the 
renowned folk singer Woody Guthrie. 

It took some serious guts to be a 
progressive and anti-racist in the USA 
during the Cold War and in a period 
when the country still practised racial 
segregation. To infiltrate the Ku Klux 
Klan and expose them in a book, as 
Stetson Kennedy did in the 1940s in 
I Rode with the Klan (later published 
as The Klan Unmasked), was 
groundbreaking and immensely 
brave work. 

The publication was the first to lay 
bare the secret world of the lynchers 
of the KKK. It was one of several 
books he wrote about racism; others 
include the Jim Crow Guide and 
Southern Exposure. 

Kennedy’s factual exposé of the Klan 
reads like a gripping novel. The book 
contains material not only from 
Kennedy’s infiltration, but that of 
others too, woven into one narrative. 

I Rode with the Klan also revealed 
Kennedy's efforts to report his 
findings to the media and to any law 
enforcement agencies that would 
listen. For a time in the 1940s he 
managed to get damaging secret Klan 
meeting minutes read out on 
national radio. 

One of the greatest coups Kennedy 
had in getting the anti-Klan message 
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across was when the hugely popular 
national radio show, Superman, had 
America’s kids sharing the latest 
secret Klan passwords as fast as the 
KKK Grand Dragon could create 
them. The episodes were titled Clan 
of the Fiery Cross. 

A thread that ran through Kennedy’s 
life was his belief that the problem of 
racism did not lie only with the 
dangerous crackpots on the far-right 
fringes of society but with large 
sections of the population who were 
infected by racist ideas. 

In the 1940s Kennedy was director of 
the New York based Anti-Nazi League. 
During that period he wrote a number 
of reports published in London by the 
anti-fascist 43 Group. In the 
September 1948 edition of the 43 
Group newspaper On Guard, Kennedy 
wrote: “The true measure of post-war 
Fascism in America is not the size of 
the organised Fascist movements, but 
the prevalence of Fascistic sentiments 
with which wide sections of the 
general public had been inculcated.” 

Kennedy testified before a federal 
grand jury in Miami about the Klan 


. chain of command in the 1951 


bombing that killed Harry Moore, 
leader of the Florida branch of the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), and about bombings aimed 
at black, Catholic and Jewish centres 
in Miami. 

As a result of his exposure of the Klan 
and other racist organisations, 
Kennedy faced numerous threats to his 


life and property. Also, the hostile 
climate of the 1950s made it difficult for 
him to get his books initially published 
in the US. Consequently some of them 
were first published by the philosopher 
Jean-Paul Sartre in Paris. 

In 1952 Kennedy ran for governor of 
Florida. Woody Guthrie, who stayed at 
his house — Beluthahatchee — during 
the campaign, wrote campaign songs 
for him. And many years later, Billy 
Bragg put one of the songs, titled 
Stetson Kennedy, to music. 

In the wake of the Notting Hill “race 
riot” in 1958 Kennedy submitted a 
monograph on riot control to the 
Home Office. 

In 2000, when Searchlight carried a 
feature on Woody Guthrie, Kennedy, 
by then in his eighties, wrote an article 
for the magazine about his folksinger 
friend. In it he indicated one of the 
reasons he had a lifelong connection 
to the British anti-fascist movement: 
“Fact is, a lot of us cut our political 
wisdom teeth on the works of those 
British socialists, Sidney and Beatrice 
Webb, who ended one of their 1930s 
books with the question, ‘What are we 
to do?’ and answered ‘Build the 
Popular Front against fascism!’” 

Kennedy worked for progressive 
causes right into his final years. 

He is featured as one of the “Whistle 
Blowers” in oral historian Studs 
Terkel’s 1995 book Coming of Age, 
about outstanding senior citizens. 

The inspirational work that Kennedy 
did leaves a legacy that will continue 
long after his passing. = 


ANTI-NAZI LEAGUE 
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Stetson Kennedy (right) in 1947 while serving as 
national director of fact-finding for the Anti-Nazi 
League, based in New York. Together with colleague 
Elizabeth Gardner and James Shelton, ANL director, they 
are displaying the robe and standard of Imperial Klokard 
Alton Young, who on his death bed converted to 
Catholicism. The only brother Klansman who came to 
see him wanted to borrow $5. 
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A dangerous journey 


Gerry Gable reviews HATE: My Life in the British Far Right by Matthew Collins 


THIS EXCITING AND WITTY book tells 
the story of Matthew Collins's time as a 
young fascist activist, full-time officer in 
the National Front and disciple of 
Richard Edmonds, one of the most 
vicious Jew-haters in the British National 
Party and colleague of many European 
Nazis. Matthew moved on to come into 
close contact with the sinister and violent 
state-sponsored Combat 18 and the 
Ulster Defence Association, the terror 
group C18 was intended to undermine. 
In the course of a few years he got to 
know many of the most interesting 
people on the far right. After some UDA 
gun-runners were arrested and the 
group short-listed him for assassination, 
he fled to Australia, where he was able 
to infiltrate a number of racist and nazi 
groups there causing chaos. 

As a founder of Searchlight, 
responsible with colleagues for its 
international reputation of being 
intelligence-led, | dealt with Matthew 
from when he first supplied anonymous 
tip-offs, to his journey into exile, and 
again on his return to Britain in 2003 
when | appointed him director of our 
Operation Wedge, which worked with 
youngsters attracted to the politics of 
extremism and hate. With two BBC TV 
programmes under his belt about his 
period in the far right and his life on the 
run, he set about working with the 
Probation and Prison Services and 
occasionally the police, trying to give 
them a hands-on feel for what it was 
like for a white working-class teenager 
like him. His work with young people 
broke new ground but was later 
followed by others who often were less 
understanding in their approach and 
saw it as a career move or opportunity 
for a hefty consultancy fee. 

Over the past thirty years or so, three 
books about people who started out in 
the far right and ended up seeing the 
light stand out: Ray Hill's The Other 
Face of Terror, written with Andrew Bell 
who made a series of TV documentaries 
about the far right; / was a teenage 
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fascist by David Greason, who was 
active in the far right in Australia but 
had also been a young NF member in 
south London like Matthew; and the 
blow-by-blow account of the violence of 
the BNP in the 1980s in At War with 
Society by Tim Hepple. Hate has much , 
in common with them in its account of 
how these political vampires feed on the 
blood and get into the heads of 
youngsters who through family or other 
problems find themselves at loggerheads 
with their neighbours, workmates and 
normal society. 

For anyone who wants to understand 
the political violence and internal 
backstabbing among the far right, and 
the fact that today's collapse of the BNP 
is nothing new, this is a fine book. But it 
also reveals the damage these extremists 
do on a personal level: Matthew is still 
clearly shaken by the experiences of his 
teenage years. While rescuing other 
youngsters who come from the same 
situation as him, he still struggles with 
the residual shell shock to his psyche. 


Can this book be faulted? Well only in 
very minor details such as the odd 
wrong date, but as a narrative of life in 
that situation and the strains of being a 
mole, it is first rate. 

It is no wonder that Matthew 
understands the menace of the English 
Defence League so well - been there, 
done it, gone home with his and 
others’ blood on his face, hands and 
clothes, for the sanctuary of music and 
a wank in a lonely room, as he 
describes so graphically. 

Searchlight is proud to have taken him 
in, but it is he who showed his courage 
and his worth for taking that first step in 
coming to us. @ 


@ £13.50 (inc post) from 
www.hopenothate.org.uk/shop 
and bookshops. All proceeds 


from copies bought from 
HOPE not hate go to 
Searchlight Educational Trust. 
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welcomes Eva Gabrielsson 


STIEG LARSSON'S Millennium trilogy 
propelled him into the ranks of the world's 
best selling authors. But he was also a 
lifelong anti-fascist and Searchlight's 
correspondent in Sweden for almost 
20 years. His tragic death was a great loss 
to us all but especially to his lifelong 
partner and co-worker Eva Gabrielsson. 
Nearly seven years after Stieg's death, 
Eva has written a book about her life 
with Stieg and what happened 
afterwards, which has just been 
published in English. In its 200-odd 
pages she describes in a refreshingly 
straightforward style how they met, 
at a political meeting, the similarities in 
their childhoods — both suffered family 
break-up — and the main episodes in 
their lives that led to Stieg's founding of 
Expo, a Swedish version of Searchlight. 
Interlinked with all that are illuminating 
descriptions of the real people, places and 
experiences that Stieg used in writing the 
Millennium trilogy, which bring the 
stories alive and add a huge amount of 
authenticity. Eva's book is a valuable 


complement to Stieg's riveting novels. 

During a short visit to London last 
month to promote her book, Eva joined 
a few of her comrades and friends from 
Searchlight for a convivial evening of 
short speeches, good conversation, food, 
drink and music. Organised by Cathy 
Pound, who worked at Searchlight for 
many years, and Searchlight's publisher 
Gerry Gable, the occasion brought 
together long-time Searchlight friends 
from Sweden, the USA, Grenada and 
Eire, local councillors, lawyers who have 
advised and represented Searchlight over 
the years, trustees of the Searchlight 
Educational Trust charity and several 
generations of anti-fascist activists. 

A presentation was made to Eva in 
recognition of Stieg's and her past 
comradeship and her role as an “anti- 
fascist, fighter for the rights of women 
and for humanity, architect and author”. 
Afterwards Sonia Gable, deputy editor 
of Searchlight, made a gift to Cathy to 
thank her for her past, present and 
future work with Searchlight. 


sot Eva Gabrielsson (left) receives the 
presentation from Cathy Pound 

. (right of centre), Sonia Gable and 

§ Gerry Gable, Searchlight’s publisher 

All photos David Hoffman 
www.hoffmanphotos.com 


(above) Veteran American award-winning anti-fascist 
activist and author Lenny Zeskind recalls his work with 
Stieg in Sweden 


(below) Eva signs a copy of her book for Sarabjit Singh 
Sandhu, a long-time Searchlight team member and 
trustee of Searchlight Educational Trust 
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From Tor Bach in Oslo 


THE EXTREME RIGHT in Norway is in crisis 
after Anders Behring Breivik’s murderous 
terror attacks on 22 July. A variety of 
groups and individuals rushed to 
dissociate themselves from Breivik and 
several anti-Muslim websites such as 
Anti-Jihad Norway shut down. 

During the first couple of hours after 
the bomb attack on the government 
quarter in Oslo, several blogs and 
websites were almost celebratory in their 
statements about the alleged naivety of 
the Norwegian government. 

The ultra-Conservative blog 
Document.no was typical. Ninety minutes 
after the bomb blast in Oslo its editor 
Hans Rustad wrote: “The government 
should have stated that the free world is 
under attack. It is a war the government 
will know how to conduct with those 
means necessary. Why is nobody from the 
government saying this? Because the 
government is going through a crisis. 

Its worldview is collapsing.” 

Even at 9pm that evening, after Breivik’s 
arrest and after it was known that the 
mass murderer was a white Norwegian, 
Rustad clung to the hope that the Oslo 
and Utoya attacks had been committed 
by Islamists, quoting a ragbag of websites 
to support his theory. It was only at 10pm 
that he finally reported the police view 
that the terror was homegrown and not 
the result of international terrorism. 

While Rustad was fretting about the 
government's alleged lack of initiative, the 
situation on the streets of Oslo was 
extremely tense. Reports have emerged of 
violence and harassment against people 
who “looked like” Muslims. Many black and 
Asian youngsters were subjected to 
comments such as “Are you Satisfied now?” 
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Breivik hurls far 
right into crisis 


Someone's worldview was indeed 
collapsing, but it was not that of the 
Norwegian government. Having eagerly 
awaited Islamist terror in Norway so that 
they could claim they were right about 
the threat of Islam, the extreme right lost 
orientation completely. Meanwhile, the 
government stood firm despite most 
central government buildings being 
severely damaged and a huge number of 
its youth organisation's members dead or 
wounded. Unsurprisingly, Prime Minister 
Jens Stoltenberg has harvested enormous 
sympathy for the calm and disciplined 
way he handled the crisis. 

From the moment Breivik’s identity 
emerged, the police and media turned 
every stone in a hunt for his friends on the 
extreme right. As revealed in a Searchlight 
press release, Breivik had had contact with 
the English Defence League (EDL), and its 
Norwegian offspring, the Norwegian 
Defence League. Lena Andreassen, the 
former leader of the NDL, has claimed in the 
media that she kicked Breivik out because 
he was “too extreme” One might question 
what Andreassen’s definition of “extreme” is. 

Andreassen’s Facebook profile includes 
pictures of herself sporting her well- 
known dark glasses and toting a pistol. 
People commenting on other pictures of 
firearms on her site left no doubt about 
their meaning. “Bang, Bang, there goes a 
muzzie,’ wrote one. The same person 
later claimed that a certain gun was good 
for vermin control, mentioning Muslims 
and anti-fascists. One of the people 
commenting was Kaspar Birkeland from 
the western town of Alesund who 
claimed he preferred automatic pistols to 
revolvers because his wrists got sore from 
firing revolvers. 


Birkeland later got his 15 minutes of 
national fame when TV2 played a 
recording of a conversation involving him 
and the former NDL leader Havar Krane. 
A shocked audience heard Krane say he 
was dreaming of putting a Glock pistol to 
the back of the head of Jonas Gahr Stores, 
Norway's Minister of Foreign Affairs, and 
pull the trigger. Krane fantasised further 
about blocking entrances to the venue of 
the government's Christmas dinner with 
petrol bombs before killing the members 
of the Cabinet. 

Krane, besides his short-lived career as 
head of the NDL, has been active in SIAN 
(Stop Islamisation of Norway) and is a 
mayoral candidate for the Democrats, a 
splinter group of the populist Progress 
Party (FrP), in Kristiansund. Shortly after 
being exposed Krane withdrew his 
candidacy while Birkeland, though 
obviously present during the 
conversation, denied hearing anything. 

After a police and press hunt one of 
Breivik’s key political mentors, known 
internationally as the blogger Fjordman, 
revealed his identity to the public and 
said he would no longer blog under that 
pseudonym. Peder Jensen was hardly the 
Nordic warrior his fellow counter-jihadists 
believed him to be, but an unassuming 
36-year-old who wrote his Masters degree 
dissertation on censorship and blogging 
in Iran. Jensen has been assisting the 
police, who confiscated his computer. 
Using civil war rhetoric, Jensen has on 
several occasions urged people to arm 
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(left to right) Former Norwegian 
Defence League leader Lena 
Andreassen, Darren Marsh, unknown, 
Kaspar Birkeland 


(right) Lena Andreassen’s Facebook 
picture is meant as a message to 
Muslims 


themselves for the future, claiming that 
Western governments have failed to 
protect their citizens. 

Jensen/Fjordman has had great impact z 
on the anti-Muslim blogosphere. He has 
promoted the “Eurabia” conspiracy theory, 
which claims that the elite of Europe is = 
handing the continent to the Arab world. j 
His reputation as Breivik’s political 3 -2 
inspiration has lost him popularity among 7 : 
his followers, and many people have tried E 
to dissociate themselves from him. = 

Among those who admit to having met 
Jensen are Hege Storhaug and Rita 
Carlsen from the state-funded anti-Islamic 
Human Rights Service. The only points 
they seem to have noted about him was 
that he had disturbing opinions and 
believed in conspiracy theories. 

The Eurabia conspiracy theory — as 
Searchlight's friends at the online 
anti-fascist journal Vepsen have carefully 
documented - is the same view that the 
Human Rights Service has been eagerly 
promoting on its own website. Rustad 
of Document.no also admits to having 
met Jensen at a meeting in Copenhagen 
but claims he did not know that Jensen 
was Fjordman. 

While the extreme rightists are 
frantically trying to tear themselves loose 
from the political mast to which they have 
nailed themselves, the rest of Norwegian 
society is slowly returning to normali 
and discussing how the public deba 
should be conducted after the ‘ 
22 July. 


roe 
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TOO CLOSE TO HOME 


Breivik's politics and the Norwegian Progress Party 


From a special correspondent in Oslo 


THE CUT-AND-PASTE “manifesto” that 
Anders Behring Breivik compiled and 
distributed before his terrorist attacks in 
Oslo and on Utoya on 22 July has rightly 
drawn public attention to the hate-filled, 
belligerent and conspiratorial political 
rhetoric used by “anti-jihadists” such as 
Peder Are Nostvold Jensen (who blogged 
as Fjordman) and anti-Muslim networks in 
Norway and internationally. 

It is not enough, however, to analyse 
Breivik’s worldview solely in the context 
of the extreme political fringes because 
the type of rhetoric employed there must 
be seen against the background of a 
significant shift in the political climate in 
Norway over the past two decades. 

While political debate in the 1970s and 
1980s was dominated by a favourable 
perception of immigrants as an economic 
and social resource and a pluralist society 
as something good, this changed rapidly in 
the 1990s with the arrival of an increasing 
number of refugees and asylum seekers. 
The political focus shifted almost entirely 
towards problems of integration and, later, 
to a perceived “Muslim” threat to 
Norwegian and European culture. 

In the mid-1970s, the Norwegian nazi 
rag Nasjonalisten, edited by the notorious 
violent fascist Erik Blucher, was banned 
from news stands for printing statements 
such as “too many foreign immigrants will 
destroy Norwegian culture” In contrast, 
last year, Christian Tybring-Gjedde, a 
Progress Party (FrP) MP, and Kent 
Andersen, a prominent party organiser in 
Oslo, had no qualms about accusing the 
government of committing “cultural 
treason” by opening the country to 
Muslim immigrants. “What is wrong with 
Norwegian culture?” they asked 
rhetorically in the major newspaper 
Aftenposten, “what is the purpose of 
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stabbing our own culture in the back?” 

The fact that such language is now 
widely viewed as politically acceptable 
indicates how extreme Norwegian public 
debate on immigration has become. 

This development has been spearheaded 
by the FrP which, contrary to the belief of 
many foreign observers, is correctly 
described as right-wing populist rather 
than extreme right. It also demonstrates 
the extent to which anti-Muslim and 
conspiratorial hate speech has invaded 
and festered in the political mainstream. 

In the 1990s the FrP leadership realised 
it could radicalise public debate on 
immigration without losing voter 
support. This became clear in September 
1995, when the extreme-right Norwegian 
Association held a secret meeting in the 
Godlia Cinema in Oslo. Under the rubric 
“The Year of the Locusts”, members of 
several right-wing and nazi organisations, 
as well as the FrP MP @ystein Hedstrom, 
planned joint anti-immigrant propaganda 
for forthcoming local elections. When the 
meeting was exposed by the newspaper: 
Dagbladet, shockwaves rippled through 
the political community. 

Fearing the effect on his party's election 
results, Carl | Hagen, the FrP’s chairman at 
the time, immediately distanced himself. 
After a few days, however, the party’s 
strategy changed and Hagen stated that 
Hedstrom had done nothing wrong by 
attending the meeting. 

What initially seemed damaging turned 
out to be a blessing in disguise: increased 
media attention coupled with a new focus 
on immigration led to a considerable 
growth in the party's vote. 

Some years later the party took the 
further step of specifically identifying 
Islam and Muslims as the supposedly true 
source of all problems. An all-time low 


was reached in 2004 when Hagen 
addressed an assembly of Christian 
fundamentalists in Bergen. Contrasting 
Jesus with Muhammad, Hagen claimed 
that the prophet must have said: “Let the 
little children come to me, so that | can 
exploit them in Islamising the world”. 

His statement was received enthusiastically, 
resulting in a significant influx of 
dissatisfied Christian fundamentalist 
Muslim-haters from the Christian 
Democratic party (KrF) into the FrP. 

Inspired by the anti-Muslim networks 
that have sprouted since 9/11, circles 
within the FrP have boosted their anti- 
immigrant and anti-Muslim propaganda 
by adopting conspiratorial language in 
which a sinister “politically correct elite” is 
accused of establishing domination over 
public life and suppressing all critics. 

This intentionally catastrophic 
development, the proponents of this 
theory believe, will eventually result in 
the handover of Norway to “the Muslims’, 
who allegedly are conquering the country 
with their high birth rates. 

According to these propagandists, 
Norway is under secret attack by Muslims, 
backed by a “traitor” government. The 
article on “cultural treason” by Tybring- 
Gjedde and Andersen plays overtly on 
these paranoid beliefs. From Andersen’s 
blogged draft of the article of 11 August 
2010 it is clear that the pair modified their 
language to make it more palatable to 
Aftenposten’s editors. In the draft, the 
Labour government was accused of being 
“cultural Quislings”. 

In the wake of the tragedy of 22 July, 
several FrP leaders have publicly 
performed various forms of political 
penance. And it is now known that Breivik 
belonged to the party’s youth 
organisation (FrPU) from 1997 to 2007. In 


the daily newspaper Verdens Gang on 

2 August, the FrP leader Siv Jensen 
expressed her regret over the use of 
certain phrases in the past. “We will not 
be the same,’ she promised. 

Tybring-Gjedde likewise has excused 
some statements but other proclamations 
indicate that the party has no real 
intention of altering its anti-Muslim 
course. After being criticised by Pia 
Kjeersgard, head of the extreme-right 
populist Danish People’s Party, for being 
“too soft” on Islam and immigration, 
Jensen said on Danish television on 
7 August that her party had “no reason to 
be ashamed". 

Tybring-Gjedde also emphasises that 
the FrP’s party line remains unchanged 
and that Norwegian immigration policy 
“will destroy our culture”. Andersen shows 
even less capacity for self-reflection let 
alone common decency. He regrets 
nothing, and in a blog on 4 August 
blamed the Labour-led government. 

“To blame the FrP for creating hostility 
towards immigrants is ridiculous,’ he 
wrote. “It’s the headless immigration 
policies of the Labour party which create 


hostility and resistance. Has the Labour 
party a plan? Do they think that 
everybody agrees with them, and that 
here is no opposition to the greatest 
social experiment in history?” 

Andersen's recent statements are in line 
with the anti-Muslim conspiracy theories 
he has been disseminating for a long time, 
theories that closely resemble the “Eurabia 
mythology touted by Muslim-haters on the 
internet. On 5 August 2010, he wrote that a 
secret “cultural invasion” of Norway had 
been going on for 30 years. “To change 
Norway into a multicultural country, is a 
decision made ... in secret, by a few 
people who thought that ‘multiculturalism’ 
was a great idea, and much better than 
Norwegian culture. But they understood 
that there never was going to be any 
support for 100,000 Muslims in Oslo. 

So they just carried it through, without 
alerting anybody to their plans.’ 

When such conspiracy theories and 
other hate speech enter the political 
mainstream, it can be expected that 
sooner or later someone will act on the 
message, even though none of the 
propagandists themselves have 


” 


promoted violence. The need for violence 
resides implicitly in the belief that Norway 
is under “alien attack”, facing an imminent 
civil war, and that the government either 
is blind or consists of traitors to 
Norwegian-Christian-European culture. 

No one in the FrP has condoned 
Breivik’s horrendous actions. Members 
and voters are as appalled as everyone 
else. In the aftermath party “voices” have 
made desperate attempts to portray 
Brevik’s involvement in the FrP’s youth 
outfit as an inexplicable abnormality and 
tried to belittle the political motivation 
behind his carnage by labelling him a 
“lunatic” coming from nowhere. It seems 
that the political content of the mass 
murderer's manifesto feels uncomfortably 
too close to home. 

The FrP should not be allowed to get 
away with its baleful contributions to the 
hostile public debate on Islam, Muslims 
and immigration in Norway. For decades, 
it has significantly contributed to the 
current poisonous political climate and 
therefore bears a considerable moral 
responsibility for the bloody deeds that 
took place in Oslo and on Uteya. 
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NETHERLANDS 


Breivik terror 
increases 
Islam debate 
polarisation 


By Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and 
Antifa-Net in Amsterdam 


THE NORWEGIAN NAZI KILLER Anders 
Breivik strongly admires Geert Wilders’s 
Freedom Party (PVV) in the Netherlands. 
Even before his 1,500-page manifesto was 
published on the internet, Breivik wrote 
on a Swedish web forum that “Geert 
Wilders ... can rightly call himself a true 
conservative”. The manifesto itself 
contains numerous references to the 
Netherlands and mentions Wilders no 
fewer than 30 times. 

In Breivik’s eyes, the Netherlands was 
once an outstanding example of freedom 
of speech but is turning more and more 
into a totalitarian state as a direct 
consequence of mass immigration 
especially of Muslims. He expected the 
Netherlands to be the first country where 
a civil war might erupt over Muslim 
immigration, commenting: “The Dutch will 
have to fight, or they have to leave their 
country and watch it dying from a 
distance.’ He accused the Dutch 
government of implementing Sharia and 
favourably quoted Wilders. He probably 
got his twisted ideas from the PVV's civil 
war rhetoric in 2008 when Wilders called 
for the return of the Dutch army from 
Afghanistan to restore order in an area of 
the city of Gouda. 

Wilders, of course, condemned Breivik’s 
killing spree, distancing himself and his 
party from “this violent, sick psychopath” 
and all that he stands for. If this 
sentiment were genuine, Wilders and his 
party would have to distance themselves 
from half their own election programme 
and numerous remarks they have made 
in the past. 
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Many people recognise Geert Wilders for th 
extremist he is ‘ 
Photo from flickr by Meneer De Braker (Akbar2) 


Following Breivik’s murders “opinion 
formers” from right and left called for 
Wilders to take some responsibility and 
explain how he saw his “battle against 
Islam” developing, what his ideal outcome 
would be and what would happen to 
Muslims in the Netherlands who continue 
to observe their faith. 

In an interview in the newspaper 
De Telegraaf, Wilders lashed out against 
the leftwing political parties for trying - 
to blame him. He also called mosques 
“hate palaces”. The same rhetoric is still 
rampant on the anti-Islam web forums 
and blogosphere, where many PVV 
supporters are active. Keyboard 
warriors on these sites do not 
understand the supposedly non-violent 
way that Wilders wants to combat Islam 
but buy into his constantly repeated 
twisted image of society and 
apocalyptic worldview. 

“The social democrats are responsible 
for the decades long influx of their Islamic 
voting cattle” and “Moroccans come to the 
Netherlands not to integrate, but to 
colonise and dominate the Dutch,’ are just 
two of the statements by Wilders, repeated 
constantly by his PVV supporters. 


gree 


Wilders says a“warm war” (instead of a 
cold war) has to be fought with Islam, 
referring to the battles against the Moors 
at Poitiers and against the Turks at Vienna. 
His comparisons with national socialism 
are well known: the Koran.is the same as 
Mein Kampf, \slam is a fascist ideology and 
“Liberation from Islam is the target and 
who doesn't fight for that is a cowardly 
Chamberlain.’ To win this fight, “millions of 
Muslims have to be deported from 
Europe’, according to Wilders. 

This right-wing populist rhetoric can 
easily poison the unstable minds that 
infest the online anti-Islam community, 
causing many of its adherents to applaud 
and understand Breivik’s actions or, if they 
condemned them, to share his analysis. 

Whether any of these people will move 
away from their terminals to take up 
weapons in the Netherlands remains to 
be seen. The Dutch secret service AIVD 
warned in 2010 that right-wing extremists 
have a fascination for weapons and 
glorify violence. Stating that gun 
possession has a huge symbolic value, it 
added: “it is not excluded that loners with 
a right-wing or ultra-right perspective can 
resort to violence”. g 


Nazi hooligans 
jailed for attacks 
From Sandra Cortes in Madrid 


TWO NOTORIOUS nazi hooligans have 
been imprisoned in Valencia after being 
convicted of several attacks, including one 
ona young leftist whom they almost 
stabbed to death. 

Juan Jose Martinez Ortiz was jailed for 
three and a half years for the stabbing, in 
January 2008, of a young anti-fascist. 
Martinez had attacked a group of three 
anti-fascists in what police described as a 
nazi hunt against leftists, after he had tried 
to infiltrate an anti-fascist group. When he 
was unmasked as a former prominent 
member of the Ultra Yomus hooligans, 
who follow Valencia FC, and the leader of 
several previous attacks, Martinez returned 
to his nazi pals. 

In July 2010, he was prosecuted for theft 
and hitting a child with a baseball bat. If 
convicted, he could face at least ten years 
in prison. After becoming president of 
Ultra Yomus he was expelled last year, 
accused of embezzling thousands of euros. 

Martinez also was involved in the intra- 
fascist violence at the rally in Madrid 
organised by the nazi Democracia 
Nacional in 2009 at which Nick Griffin, 
leader of the British National Party, and the 
Italian terrorist Roberto Fiore spoke. 

Sergio Ochando, also a member of Ultra 
Yomus, was jailed for two and a half years 
for the 2008 stabbing. He was arrested 
again last July for another knife attack, 
along with four other nazis, on a young 
left-winger in Valencia who was seriously 
injured, Since then, the Ultra Yomus 
hooligans have been trying to dissociate 
themselves from Martinez and Ochando 
and clean up their image. 

Meanwhile, Juan Garcia Sentandreu, 
leader of the anti-Catalan far-right party 
Coalicion Valenciana (CV), was arrested on 
5 July at a book launch in Valencia. A fascist 
mob had attacked the event, which was 
hosted by the author and sociologist 
Vicent Flor and the left-wing 
parliamentarian Monica Oltra. 


GERMANY 


Nazis march to honour war criminals 
Michael Klein reports from Bad Nenndorf for Antifa-Net 


SOME 650 NAZIS staged a 
demonstration of anti-British hatred in 
Bad Nenndorf in early August, latching 
onto events immediately after the 
Second World War in the small town in 
Lower Saxony. 

For a short period the British forces 
held former Nazis suspected of war 
crimes for questioning in a custody 
centre in the town’s Wincklerbad 
building. One of them was Oswald Pohl, a 
general in the murderous Waffen-SS, who 
was heavily involved in the Holocaust. 

He was subsequently convicted in 
Nuremberg and executed in 1951. 

A report in The Guardian in late 2005 
revealed that in a few cases prisoners 
had been mistreated at Wincklerbad. 
The story was picked up by the German 
media and then by local nazis who 
immediately started a campaign to turn 
war criminals into victims and equate 
those who had perpetrated crimes 
against humanity with those who had 
liberated Europe from fascism. 

The first so-called Mourning March in 
Bad Nenndorf in 2006 attracted around 
100 participants. Over the years the 
annual rally has developed into one of 
the German nazi movement's most 
sophisticated political campaigns. The 
organisers have produced and 
distributed a booklet about the 
Wincklerbad custody centre and 
extensively promoted the event in 


wider nazi circles, with the result that 
more than 1,000 attended in 2010. 

This year’s speakers included the 
well-known nazi activists Dieter Riefling 
and Sven Skoda, together with Parker 
Wilson, a member of the Bay Area 
National Anarchists in California. 

The ceremony also included a minute's 
silence for the recently deceased 
Herbert Schweiger, a former Austrian 
Waffen-SS volunteer who was a 
politically active nazi all his life and 
became a much admired icon for 
younger nazis. 

In early July, the Bad Nenndorf town 
council passed a resolution 
emphasising the town’s tolerant and 
liberal-minded character and stating 
that any discrimination based on 
nationality, culture or origin would 
undermine its social cohesion. The 
council also urged participation in 
strong anti-nazi protests. 

On the day, a broad coalition of more 
than 1,000 local anti-fascists made 
enough noise to drown out the nazi 
speakers. On a more negative note, 
police “kettled” around 150 anti-fascists 
for more than five hours. 

A large group of nazis who had 
planned to attack a left-wing youth 


. centre in Bielefeld on their way home 


were stopped by anti-fascists and later 
contained by the police with whom 
they clashed violently. 


US fascist 
’ Parker Wilson 
4 (wearing black 

A baseball cap) 

/» Photo: Andrea 

} Roepke. 
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Fascist leader 
prosecuted for racism 


From Wim Haelsterman for 
AFF/Verzet — RésistanceS, Brussels 


A LONG-TERM 
far-right activist 
and leader of the 
Flemish New 
Solidarist 
Alternative 
(N-SA) is being 
prosecuted for 
racism. During a 
so-called youth 
conference, 
organised by the 
N-SA and the 
francophone 
nazi gang Nation 
two years ago, 
Eddy Hermy 
(pictured) 
delivered an 
aggressive racist “a Ss 
tirade, fragments of which were aired on 
national television and subsequently attracted 
the attention of the public prosecutor. 

Another speaker at the conference, which 
actually attracted no youngsters at all, was the 
hysterical nazi and notorious Hitler lookalike 
Alex Reitz from Germany. Two nazi haterock 
bands completed the bill: Brigade M from the 
Netherlands and the Italian band, Ultima 
Frontiera. Both have played at Blood and 
Honour concerts. 

Hermy is a former member of the banned 
nazi militia Viaamse Militanten Orde and the 
Vlaams Blok (now the Vlaams Belang), which 
kicked him out for his radical methods and 
belligerent language. He faces trial in Bruges 
on 3 October. He already has a conviction from 
1999 for distributing racist leaflets in Ostend. 

The N-SA is a tiny and marginal far-right 
group founded in 2007. Most of its public 
events attract no more than 20 supporters 
but to boost its reputation it wants to turn the 
trial into an event. It also plans to contest the 
next local elections in Belgium in October 
2012 under the name National Democratic 
Party), probably aiming to take votes from the 
Viaams Belang. 
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Carinthia Freedom Party leader 
jailed for corruption 
From Martin Jordan for UNITED in Vienna 


UWE SCHEUCH, (pictured) leader of 
the far-right Freedom Party in 
Carinthia (FPK) and deputy governor 
of the province, has been imprisoned 
for corruption and abuse of his office. 

In January 2010 recordings were 
revealed of a telephone conversation 
between him and a former party 
colleague who had acted as 
middleman for a wealthy Russian 
investor in which Scheuch stated that 
the grant of Austrian citizenship 
would be “part of the game’ in return 
for investments in Carinthia and a 
donation to his party. 

Scheuch was still demonstratively 
relaxed in spring this year when, 
responding to the charges pressed by 
the public prosecutor's anti- 
corruption department, he said he 
was looking forward to the trial. 

However, after his conviction on 2 
August and sentence to 18 months in 
prison — of which he will effectively 
have to serve just six months - the 
visibly shocked Scheuch immediately 
scuttled out of the courtroom, hastily 
pursued by his lawyer, who 
immediately appealed against the 
conviction. Until it is heard, Scheuch 
will remain at liberty. 

Scheuch was not the only one 
taken by surprise by the verdict. 

The first reaction of his party 
colleagues and affiliates was stunned 
silence. This soon evaporated when a 


SMS went out to all party officers with 
the message “now more than ever” 
and a fierce campaign against the trial 
and verdict was kicked off by the FPK 
and its big brother, Heinz-Christian 
Strache’s Freedom Party (FPO). 
Strache sees the conviction as part 
of an ongoing smear campaign 
against him and his peers, while his 
party's secretary general, Herbert 
Kickl, described the trial as 
“something that otherwise only can 
happen in totalitarian regimes”. 
Disbelief that such a conviction was 
possible might be the result of the so- 
called “Haider-complex’, the popular 
perception that the late far-right 
leader Jorg Haider and his allies were 
free to do whatever they wanted and 
were legally almost untouchable. 
Scheuch, who has not denied that 
the incriminating conversation took 
place, is oblivious of any wrongdoing 
and has dismissed calls to resign from 
his political posts. However, his 
Christian conservative coalition 
partner, the Austrian People's Party 
(OVP) in Carinthia, where the FPK 
holds almost 45% of the vote, has 
provisionally “frozen” their partnership. 
If the conviction survives the 
appeal process, it will hopefully set 
the marker for a cleansing process so 
urgently needed in a country 
dominated by megalomaniac 
politicians and nepotism. 


Time for action 
on refugee deaths 


Alfio Bernabei 


Asylum’seekers and mi 
continue to die in 


in the first half of 2011 
according to a report by 

| Amnesty International. After 
recent tragedies in July and 


and dyse were thrown 
into th Most of those 
on board were people from 
sub-Saharan Africa fleeing 
Libya, their country of 


August the loss of life is likely Sees A Nigerian 


to continue. 

Disturbing questions 
emerge from the statements 
of the various European 
leaders, all desperate to keep 
the problem at a distance. |s 
_ there a racist component to 
| the lack gr measures being 


exodus in i 
ofa certain class and 


| education — not to mention ~ 


ethnicity of religio 
‘the media continue to give it | 
so little space? 
According to some 
survivors of one pt in 


i 


scribed how the boat got 
stranded in full view of 
various ships after engine 
problems. Apparently, signals 
were sent and received by a 
Nato vessel that did not 
respond. A Cypriot ship 
threw lifesaving equipment 
from such a distance that ite, 


was useless. In anothe 
_ incident the same m 


Before er 1 the issue of _ 
asylum seekers in the 
Mediterranean : 


' oe 


Arre?> 


, ugust, about 100 bodies of "Much of the blame for the 
people who died of hunger 


inertia in dealing with it was 
attributed to callousness 
inspired by racism. 
Neofascists and the 
xenophobic Northern League 
had pushed for and’obtained 
drastic anti-immigrant 
legislation while some 
politicians suggested firing on 
boatloads of immigrants at 
sea. The best-selling books by 
Oriana Fallaci, a precursor of 
Anders Breivik's iskamophobic 
views since 2001 (he 
describes her asa 

sous” writer), helped 

late of “rage” 


an article in te lead 

aily, Corriere della Sera. © 
Much of the media was 
preoccupied with fear of 


cultures” and the major it 


the electorate was clearly 
influenced. —s 
In Italy this situation hasy, 
not changed. But the issue ¢ 
asylum seekers has evol! ; 
since the intervention in Libya — 
by some European countries 
and Nato..lt demands ~ ~- 
responses from European 
leaders and indeed from Nato™ 
itself. Flotillas are patrolling 
off the Libyan coasts and the 
Mediterranean is a closely 
monitored space where any 
movement can | be detected 


or ter wil wail not ie of 


“criminal neglect and racism 
ri ~ but something even worse. 


vedas immigrants and ne a m. 


ee, 
es 


~ http://www.amnesty.org.au 
Tretugees/comments/26003/ 
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News from the HOPE not hate campaign 


Meeting new 
challenges 


Nick Lowles on the campaigning year ahead 


he HOPE not hate 
campaign is gearing up for 
action this autumn despite 


a rapidly changing political scene. 

With Nick Griffin's British 
National Party disintegrating, to 
the extent that even its continued 
existence is questionable, and the 
political stagnation of the English 
Defence League, the far right is 
both fluid and uncertain. 

Despite that, the HOPE not hate 
campaign still has an important 
role to play. 

As bailiffs remove Griffin's 
property, even his most staunch 
supporters are beginning to peel 
away from him. With debts of 
over £500,000 Griffin's opponents 
in the party no longer see it as a 
viable entity. Led by Andrew 
Brons, this group is biding its time 
until the BNP finally collapses 
while preparing the ground for a 
new party — as Searchlight has 
predicted in recent editions. 

Numerous others are also 
hoping to exploit the BNP’s 
demise. The former BNP fundraiser 
and administrator Jim Dowson has 
linked up with the former BNP 
communications officer Paul 
Golding to establish Britain First. 
Others, led by the former BNP 
elections organiser Eddy Butler and 
Leeds councillor Chris Beverley, 
have moved to the English 
Democrats. Many more are 
floating around unattached for the 
time being. 

The future of the EDL is equally 
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We cannot 


afford to be 
complacent. 
The threat 
from the 
far right 
remains 
even if its 
nature is 
currently 
uncertain 


uncertain. The group, which 

relies on high-profile street 
protests, appears to be stagnating 
and a lack of political objective 
and internal infighting has 
resulted in demoralisation and 
decreasing numbers. 

However, we cannot afford to 
be complacent. The threat from 
the far right remains even if its 
nature is currently uncertain. 

A new far-right racist party will 
emerge from the ruins of BNP and 
this could bring together not only 
BNP members disillusioned with 
Griffin's leadership but many of 
those who have fallen out with 
the BNP leader over the past 
decade. By accepting BNP 
members without any apparent 
political conversion — something 
that the English Democrats:deny — 
the English Democrats have 
placed themselves in HOPE not 
hate’s sights. 

Britain First, the English 
Democrats and whatever succeeds 
the BNP will be vying for political 
hegemony and this will only be 
achieved by electoral success, so 
we can expect some fierce 
contests in council by-elections 
and next May's elections. 

The main focus of next May's 
elections will be the London 
Assembly, where proportional 
representation means that any 
party is guaranteed an elected 
representative if it can achieve 
5% of the vote across London. 
With huge public sector cuts and 


fears of a double dip recession 
there can be no guarantee that the 
far right's current problems will 
result in defeat. 

Over the next few weeks the 
HOPE not hate campaign will 
hold meetings across London, 
bringing together old and new 
activists. With turnout absolutely 
key in the London elections we 
will be campaigning in every 
borough to ensure the anti-BNP 
vote comes out. 

This work has to start now. 

Outside London we will be 
targeting those wards where the 
BNP still has councillors or where 
BNP councillors have recently left 
the party. Even if the BNP is not in 
a position to stand next May these 
wards are likely to be targeted by 
other far-right parties. 

While the EDL will continue to 
hold planned protests and flash 
demos across the country, our 
focus will be more on longer- 
term work within communities in 
an attempt to bring people 
together and so reduce the 
opportunities for groups such as 
the EDL and the BNP to operate 
in the first place. 

As next year progresses, we 
will use the Olympics as a tool to 
do much of the community 
organising we hope to 
accomplish. We have already 
agreed a campaign with the 
Daily Mirror which could far 
exceed the scope of the past 
HOPE not hate campaigns. 


If you would like to get 
3 involved in your local HOPE 
a 4 - not hate group, or set up a 
. 3 ae : : group if one does not exist, 

, then contact me at 
nick@hopenothate.org.uk 
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News fromt the e HOPE not hate campaign 


| 
4 


SEARCHLIGHT EDUCATIONAL 
TRUST is linking up with Essex 
County Cricket Club and the cricket 
charity Cricket Without Boundaries 
to run a project in schools across 
Barking and Dagenham that will 
get young people playing the sport 
while promoting a community 
cohesion message. 

This new venture, which has 
been approved by Barking and 
Dagenham council, is part of our 
legacy initiative following the 
defeat of the British National Party 
in the borough in last year's 
council elections. 


‘he doit: 01 lecal Beret ions are no more | t than a iccierteent se cepuaite 


“After the BNP was wiped out 
from Barking and Dagenham 
council we made a promise that 
we wouldn't just walk away from 


the borough,” says Sam Tarry, the 
co-ordinator of Searchlight's 
project. “The BNP might have 
been defeated at the ballot box 
but there are still deep divisions 
between communities and it was 
always vital that we honoured our 
commitment to people locally." 
The project will see cricket 
being played in a number of 
schools over the winter with the pane 
hope that we can expand it to seit 
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more schools next summer and in 
the following school year. In 
addition to sending qualified 
cricket coaches into the schools 
we will also train teachers, parents 
and other interested people as 
cricket coaches and so ensure the 
project can continue and even 
expand in the future. 

We will begin with the Street 
20 form of the game, which is 
both fast-moving and designed to 
be played in a crowded urban 
environment. “It's a really simple 
but fun form of the game,” 
says CWB trustee Ed Williams. 
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“You use a tennis ball covered in 
tape, two plastic bats and some 
plastic stumps and off you go. 

It can be played in sports halls, on 

five-a-side football pitches or in 

the playground. In fact, it can be 
played almost anywhere. 

“It is a great introduction to the 
game and can be played by both 
| boys and girls.” 

We will work initially with three 
year groups in each participating 
school and offer a ten-week 
coaching programme after which 
we hope teachers will be able to 

| carry it on from there. 

The coaching programme will 

"a culminate in an intra-school 

tournament and eventually there 

will be inter-school tournaments. 

We will actively look to 
involve the four cricket clubs in 
the borough and hopefully this 
will result in young people 
getting involved in other forms 
of the game. 

Alongside the cricket will be an 
anti-racist programme that will 
help teachers and schools promote 
a more cohesive environment, 
meet their legal obligations under 
the new Equality Act and 
intervene more effectively when 
problems emerge. 

Some of the participating 
schools are even considering 
accompanying the cricket project 
with food festivals and promotions 
within the classroom to encourage 
young people to have a better 
understanding and appreciation of 
one another. 

To promote the initiative in the 
local community, and to 
encourage wider participation, 


cRICKE” 


Searchlight will also begin 
producing community 
newspapers. “During election 
campaigns HOPE not hate 
regularly produces tabloid 
newspapers but now we want to 
begin to have a more regular 
voice in local communities," 
Tarry explained. 

The newspapers will seek to 
promote good local initiatives, 
encourage people to get involved 
in their local community and act as 
a window for local organisations 


Finding another star. 
Essex and England 
cricketer Ravi Bopara 
attended Barking» 
Abbey school in 
Barking & Dagenham 


to promote their work. “Through 
these community newspapers we 
seek to develop shared identities in 
a subtle but effective way," adds 
Tarry. “By getting local people to 
think about the local community 
they live in, and that includes the 
bad as well as the good, we hope 
that they will have more in 
common with one other than they 
might currently think." 

The local council is encouraging 
the project. “Searchlight always 
said that they wouldn't desert the 
borough after the BNP went 
away and here they are true to 
their word," says council leader 
Liam Smith. 

“In an Olympic year, when 
everyone will be talking about 
sport, there is no better way 
to promote anti-racism within 
our schools.” 

Essex County Cricket Club is 
equally excited. With community 
outreach an increasingly 
important aspect of its work, its 
hope is that in addition to getting 
more young people playing the 
game the project will encourage a 
few to get involved in club 
cricket. “Ravi Bopara once 
attended a local school,” says 
Tracey Davies, the club's 
community development officer. 
“What's to say that we can't find 
another star out there?” B 
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A 32-page special 
magazine packed 
with background 
briefings about the 
EDL and its splinter 
groups, case studies 
and best practice 
from around the 
country and basic 
organising tips to 
assist councils, 
police and 
community groups. 
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hate campaign Against fascism and racism 


rchlight 


Every month, for 36 years, Searchlight has 
been exposing the far right in Britain and 
abroad. It carries out investigations, reports 
on fascist activity and highlights our own 
campaign. It is the first port of call for 


ANALY IC Al activists, academics and journalists. 
The BNP hates it. 
\ So if you want to keep yourself informed on 
what is going on in the BNP and learn about 
——~ the HOPE not hate campaign around the 
CAN PAIGHING country you should subscribe to Searchlight. 
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New 75th Anniversary | 
Battle of Cable Street 
pamphlet from Searchlight 
Educational Trust 


On 4°October 1936 the.Fast End 

of. London's Jewish community 
and.its allies blocked:the streets to. _ 
prevent Oswald Mosley.and his 
BritishyJnion of Fascists+marching « 
through them: What happened in 
one narrow street in Stepney = 
Cable Street = ="proved to be the 
turning point for the day and 
forced thé fascists to abandon 

their march. 


This 28-page full colour 
__ Publication covers the. events’ 
ie * Surrounding the greatest... po 
 anti-fascist victory that | a oe 
- occurred on British soil andthe oe 
* ad it has left. Alongside rare ™- ee 
_- photographs and other material, 
~ itincludes an interview with. . . 
_ Battle of Cable Street veteran . 
~ Max Levitas and. others who have - 
: Eas involved with. remembrance : " 
rh the reat day. over ae ae eA: 
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